
Registration for the Age Innovation 
Prize 2024 is free of charge.

After the submission deadline, the 
participants will be notified once 
their application for participation 
has been received. The jury will not 
provide reasons for their decisions 
on submissions that are not ad-
mitted or not awarded a prize. The 
jury’s decision is final and recourse 
to the courts is not permitted.

On 17 September, the innovation 
projects nominated for the short-
list will be offered the opportunity 
to present their pitch to the jury. 
The presentation will take place  
on-site in Zurich with remote 
option.

The jury comprises members of 
the AGE-INT programme, people 
from industry (EY, IBM Switzerland, 
SBB), the public sector (City of 
Zurich, Center for Gerontology of 
the University of Zurich, Eastern 
Switzerland University of Applied 
Sciences, University of Geneva, 
University of Applied Sciences and 
Arts of Southern Switzerland) and 
the innovation sector (Switzerland 
Innovation Park Ost).

Application period
The application period begins on  
6 May and ends on 30 June 2024, 
at 23:59.

Timetable 2024
• 6 May: Start of our Call for inno-

vation projects
• 6 May–30 June: Period for sub-

mission of innovation projects
• 30 June at 23:59: Submission 

deadline
• 17 September 

Shortlist pitch presentations in 
front of the jury members

• End of September: Final selec-
tion and written announcement  
of the three best innovation 
projects

• 7 November: Public award cere-
mony for the three best innova-
tion projects

Public award ceremony
The public award ceremony will 
take place 7 November. More detail 
on the date and location will be 
provided in due time.

Detail on the prizes

The prizes mentioned will be valid 
for a period of 12 months from the 
date of the award ceremony. The 
individual prizes are as follows:

Innovation voucher
The Switzerland Innovation Park Ost 
supports each of the three winning 
projects with an innovation voucher. 
This can be redeemed in the form of 
a consulting package, a workshop or 
a presence/presentation at an event 
of the Switzerland Innovation Park 
Ost. The price corresponds to an 
equivalent value of CHF 2625.

Strategy voucher
EY Switzerland enables each of 
the three winning projects with 
a strategy voucher. This can be 
redeemed in the form of a coaching 
session with EY innovation experts 
or a co-creation workshop at 
EY wavespace Basel, tackling  
a specific business challenge or  
exploring a new topic for the 
winning projects. The price corres-
ponds to an equivalent value of 
CHF 5000.

Collaboration voucher
The IAF Institute for Ageing Re-
search offers each of the three win-
ning projects a collaboration vou-
cher. This can be redeemed in the 
form of a (co-creation) workshop 
with the target age group/ stake-
holders, or a joint proposal. The 
scope of a (co-creation) workshop 
includes preparation (including 
the recruitment of participants), 
execution, evaluation, and docu-
mentation of the workshop. The 
workshop will be facilitated by two 
experienced academic staff mem-
bers. Alternatively, a joint proposal 
between the winning project. The 
prize corresponds to an equivalent 
value of CHF 7500.

Applications are submitted  
online via our registration page  
(in English). On this page, you  
will be asked to fill in your perso-
nal detail and select the innova-
tion area. You will then be asked  
to answer specific questions  
about your innovation (project 
idea, start-up, or product). An  
additional document can be 
uploaded as well.

Contact
Cornelia Ursprung, Scientific Researcher
cornelia.ursprung@ost.ch | Phone +41 58 257 13 13

Cora Pauli, Scientific Researcher 
cora.pauli@ost.ch | Phone +41 58 257 18 86 

OST – Ostschweizer Fachhoch schule  
Rosenbergstrasse 59 | 9001 St.Gallen | ost.ch/alter

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Information on registration and procedures for 
the Age Innovation Prize

https://innovationspark-ost.ch/
https://www.ey.com/en_ch
https://www.ost.ch/en/research-and-consulting-services/interdisciplinary-issues/iaf-institute-for-ageing-research
https://www.ost.ch/en/research-and-consulting-services/interdisciplinary-issues/iaf-institute-for-ageing-research
https://www.ost.ch/en/research-and-consulting-services/interdisciplinary-topics/iaf-institute-for-ageing-research/age-innovation-prize/call-2024
mailto:cornelia.ursprung%40ost.ch?subject=
mailto:cora.pauli%40ost.ch?subject=


Professional video production
Each winning project will receive a 
professionally produced video for 
their innovation project sponso-
red by the IAF Institute for Ageing 
Research.

Presentation opportunities
All winners will have the opportuni-
ty to present their innovation pro-
jects at the public award ceremony. 
Depending on availability and 
suitability, all three winning pro-
jects will be offered opportunities 
to present their innovation project 
at events, e.g. at the nationwide 
AGE-INT roadshow for the target 
age group. The winning teams will 
be notified about planned events in 
due course.

Network
The three winning projects will get 
access to the AGE-INT network, the 
network of sponsors and partners 
of the jury, if possible and availa-
ble. In particular, opportunities for 
exchange within the context of the 
planned events should be leve-
raged.

Application requirements

General requirements
The deadlines mentioned under ap-
plication period must be observed.
The application must be submitted 
entirely in English.

Only Swiss innovation projects (CH 
nationality or CH place of work of 
at least one person significantly 
involved in the submitted innova-
tion project) will be considered for 
this call.

The innovation projects must deal 
with a technological innovation 
that targets the «old age» phase 
of life, i.e., people in the 60+ age 
group.

Innovation area
The innovation project (project 
idea, start-up, or product) must  
address an urgent age-related 
need, e.g., in the areas of indepen-
dence, social integration, quality of 
life, or health. Applicants explain 
in their answers and documenta-
tion how their innovation project 
addresses the selected area.

Selection criteria for the jury
The application must consider all 
selection criteria and describe how 

the submitted innovation project 
already fulfils them or intends to 
fulfil them in the future:
• Relevance and Impact: 

How does your innovation pro-
ject use technology to address 
specific needs and challenges 
faced by aging populations, and 
what potential impact do you 
anticipate it will have, e.g., on 
improving the independence,  
social integration, quality of life, 
or health outcomes of older 
adults?

• Innovativeness and Uniqueness: 
What makes your innovation 
project unique and innovative, 
and how does it introduce novel 
approaches, methodologies, or 
technologies to address specific 
needs and challenges faced by 
older people thanks to the use of 
technology?

• Feasibility and Viability: 
Please outline the technical 
feasibility, economic viability, and 
practicality of implementing your 
innovation project at its current 
stage of development (project 
idea, start-up, or product), includ-
ing any challenges or barriers you 
anticipate and your strategy for 
overcoming them.

• User-Centric Design: 
How does your innovation pro-
ject prioritize the preferences, 
abilities, and limitations of older 
adults in its design and imple-
mentation, considering factors 
such as usability, accessibility, 
and user feedback? Please pro-
vide examples of how you have 
incorporated user-centric design 
principles into your project.

Scope of the application documents
Applications will only be accepted 
via the official form on the regis-
tration page (in English). No other 
applications will be considered.
The application consists of two 
parts:
1.  A fully completed form on the 

registration page and
2.  The supplementary «pitch deck» 

document.

The innovation project is to be 
presented as briefly and concisely 
as possible in the «pitch deck». No 
more than five A4 pages may be 
used for this purpose. The docu-
ment should include the following 
points:
• Cover sheet (e.g., name of the in-

novation project, contact details, 
introduction of team/founders)

• Initial situation and solution  
(e.g., problem definition, research 
object, hypothesis, need, working 
methodology and procedure)

• Presentation of the project idea, 
start-up, product (e.g., features, 
added value, impact, develop-
ment maturity, milestones, 
market launch)

Additionally, the «pitch deck» may 
further elaborate on the selection 
criteria, or the innovation area.

The «pitch deck» can be created 
as a PowerPoint or Word. The final 
version of the document should be 
submitted directly as a PDF (or in 
the original format either as Power-
Point or Word) via the form using 
document upload.

General terms & conditions

All deadlines and dates mentioned 
are mandatory.

For reasons of force majeure 
(namely events or actions beyond 
the control of the Age Innovation 
Prize), the call may be cancelled 
or carried out in another form, and 
dates or locations may be changed.

Events and programmes as well as 
exchanges with the network will 
be initiated as and when possible - 
they are not part of the guaranteed 
basic services for the nominees.
No travel or transport costs will be 
reimbursed.

Marketing and communication
The costs of official communica-
tion and marketing measures and 
any other activities such as events 
and supporting programmes will be 
borne by the Age Innovation Prize 
sponsors and the participating 
parties.
An image for the winning projects 
of the Age Innovation Prize 2024 
can be provided by the IAF. This 
image is not a trademarked logo.

Intellectual property
The rights to use submitted ma-
terials are transferred to the Age 
Innovation Prize for all communica-
tive measures free of charge, e.g., 
LinkedIn posts, media announce-
ments.

https://www.ost.ch/en/research-and-consulting-services/interdisciplinary-topics/iaf-institute-for-ageing-research
https://www.ost.ch/en/research-and-consulting-services/interdisciplinary-topics/iaf-institute-for-ageing-research
https://age-int.ch/en/current-information/roadshow-2024-neue-technologien-neues-alter-n
https://www.ost.ch/en/research-and-consulting-services/interdisciplinary-topics/iaf-institute-for-ageing-research/age-innovation-prize/call-2024
https://www.ost.ch/en/research-and-consulting-services/interdisciplinary-topics/iaf-institute-for-ageing-research/age-innovation-prize/call-2024

